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Minutes of the Academic Senate – February 7, 2011 

 
 
 
GUESTS: 

• Jorge DeSaracho, Counselor 
• John Colson, VP Student Services 
• Barbara Blanchard, VP Academic Affairs 
• Steve Baker, Dean  Art, Languages and Communication 
• Tim Flood, VP Administrative Services 
• Dana Quittner, District Government Relations and Public Information 

 
RECORDER: Rochelle Weiser 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER (11:05) 

X Sue Gonda (President)  Jade Solan (Comm)  Edda Temoche-Weldele (Foreign Lang) 
 Jeff Lehman(VP)  Victoria Curran (Comm)  Robert Henry (History) 

X Laura Sim (Senate Officer @ Large) X Janet Gelb (CSIS)  Devon Atchison (History) 
 TBD (Senate Officer @ Large)  Ronald Norman (CSIS)  Angela Feres (History ) 
 Devon Atchison (senate officer @large) X Bonnie Schmiege (Counseling) X Priscilla Rogers (Inter Bus) 
 TBD (P/T Senate Officer @large)  Mary Rider (Counseling)  Patty Morrison (Library) 

X David Milroy (Div Sen  ALC) X Cruz Cerda (Counseling) X Julie Middlemas (Library) 
 TBD (Div Sen CTE/WD) X Danny Martinez (Cross Cult Stud) X Jenny VandenEynden (Math) 

 Kirin Farquar (Div Sen ESBS)  Joe Orate (Culinary Arts) X Susan Working (Math) 
 TBD          (Divisional Senator  LR)  James Foran (Culinary Arts)  Ray Funk (Math) 

X Mike Lambe (Div Sen MEEW)  Kathy Meyer (Dance) -Fall X Irene Palacios (Math) 
X Narges Heidari (Div Sen Stu Service)  David Mullen (Dance) - Spring X Shawn Hicks (Math) 
X P.J. Ortmeier (AOJ)  Jane Nolan (DSPS)  Evan Wirig (Media Comm) 
 Lance Parr  Patrice Braswell-Burris (DSPS) X William Snead (Media Comm) 

X Tina Young (AOJ) X Tim Cliffe (Earth Sci) X Derek Cannon (Music) 
X Jennifer Carmean (ASL) X Mark Goodman (Earth Sci)  Paul Kurokawa (Music) 
 Jamie Gould (ASL) X Oralee Holder (English)  Steve Baker (Music) 

X Israel Cardona (Behav Sci) X Tony Ding (English)  Joy Zozuk (Nursing)Diane Hellar 
X Gregg Robinson (Behav Sci)  Christopher Farquar  (English) X Diane Gottschalk (Nursing) 
 Rob Fargo X Sue Jensen (English)  Sharon Sykora (Nursing) 

X Virginia Dudley (Bio Sci) X Adelle Schmitt (English)  Christine Vicino (Occ Therapy) 
 Michael Golden (Bio Sci)  Lisa Ledri-Aguilar (English)  June Yang (Phil/ Rel Studies) 

X Michele Perchez (Bio Sci) X Chuck Passentino (ESL)  Ross Cohen (Physics) 
X Brian Keliher (Bus Admin)  Nancy Herzfeld-Pipkin (ESL)  Stephanie Plante (Physics, Astr. Ph Sc) 
 Nate Scharff (Bus Admin)  Barbara Loveless(ESL) X Shahrokh Shahrokhi (Polit Economy) 

X Linda Snider (BOT) X Jim Tolbert (EOPS) X Scott McGann (Polit Economy) 

 Barb Gillespie (BOT) X Sylvia Montejano (EOPS)  Lorenda Seibold-Phalan (Resp Ther) 
 Andy Biondo (CVT) X Beth Kelley (Exer Sci/Well)   Rebecca Handley (Resp Ther) 
 Don Ridgway (CVT) X Jim Symington (Exer Sci/Well)  Beth Duggan (Theatre Arts) 
 Cary Willard (Chemistry)  Randy Abshier (Exer Sci/Well) X Craig Everett (Theatre Arts) 
 Martin Larter (Chemistry)  Larry Larsen (Exer Sci/Well) X Pete Schmidt (Visual Arts & Humanities) 

X Diana Vance (Chemistry) X Yolanda E. Guerrero (Foreign Lang)  
Gareth Davies-Morris (Visual Arts & 
Humanities) 

X Angie Gish (Child Dev) X Virginia Young (Foreign Lang) X 
Jennifer Bennett (Visual Arts & 
Humanities) 

X Claudia Flores (Child Dev)  Paul Vincent (Foreign Lang) X Malia Serrano (Visual Arts & Humanities) 
X Roxanne Tuscany (Comm)     



 
A. Public Comment  

John Colson: 
John announced that Grossmont College would be celebrating Black History Month 
February 1st thru 28th.  He distributed a flyer highlighting the list of events planned.  
 
Gregg Robinson: 
Gregg announced there is a vacancy on the State Teachers Retirement System 
(STRS) Board and that AFT was asking for faculty to approve the endorsement of 
Sharon Hendrix for the position.  Gregg noted that most of the board is comprised of 
representatives from the K-12 and Sharon would represent the community college 
voice.  She is a former community college faculty member.  Gregg asked permission 
to circulate a petition to have Sharon endorsed by AFT as a candidate; there were 
no objections to doing so. 
 

B. Approval of Agenda 
 
A motion was made to approve the day’s agenda. 
M/S/U Montejano/Flores 
 

C. Approval of Minutes from January 31, 2011  
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes from January 31, 2011. 
M/S/U Holder/Robinson    

       
II. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
A. Budget Update-Tim Flood and Barbara Blanchard 

 
Tim Flood with Barbara Blanchard gave a brief update on the budget situation.  Tim 
noted that the State budget continues to include major cuts to community colleges.  
He reviewed the current cuts and the impact on both the district and Grossmont 
College.  The District Strategic Planning and Budget Committee is working with three 
possible scenarios regarding the June Tax packages:  one – if voters approve 
continuation of a tax package; two – if the tax package fails or is not placed on the 
ballot, and Prop 98 is minimally funded; three – if the tax package fails and Prop 98 
is suspended.  All three scenarios deal with a reduction in funding to the district; for 
more information www.ccleague.net/district-budget-impact.    
 
Grossmont is currently serving students over FTES and GC will face more section 
reductions in order to bridge the shortfall.  Barb explained that the Enrollment 
Strategies Committee is working closely with Department Chairs to find the best 
possible solutions for section cuts.  She noted they would have a more in depth 
presentation for the Chairs and Coordinators meeting the following Monday, 
February 14, 2011.  In closing Tim noted that the District Planning and Budget 
Council would be meeting that afternoon at 2:00pm in Griffin Gate and if anyone 
would like more in depth information to please attend.  More information regarding 
the State budget and the impact on the California Community Colleges can be found 
at www.ccleague.org. 
 
*Intranet site for more information:  You’ll need to log in: 



 
http://www.gcccd.edu/intranet/EmpBudgetInfo/Documents/DSPBC/2.7.11/State%20
Budget%20Impact%20on%20GCCCD.pdf 
 
*See Chancellor’s Update sent out 2/22, attached 
*See “FTES Primer” – a Powerpoint Barbara presented to Chairs and Coordinators, 
sent with these minutes as a separate PDF file. 
 
 

III.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

None 
   
 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
 

A. Legislative Program-Dana Quittner 
 
Dana began by giving a brief overview of what the Legislative Program does for GC; 
it works to identify areas of importance to GC and the district in broadest terms.  
When an issue arises, the district can take action to support or oppose the issue.  
She explained that it is a two-year process to create and approve this Legislative 
Program, and it is in place for two years.  A question was raised about the word 
“duplication,” which the District would seek to avoid.  Answer:  this is an attempt to 
reduce duplication in work submitted to the state, so that colleges and districts are 
not forced to make a number of the same submissions in different forms, etc.   
 
A motion was made to support the Legislative Program as delineated. 
M/S/ Holder/Sim 
Motion passes with 4 opposed/2 abstentions 
 

B. Bill Bradley as Emeritus 
 
A motion was made to approve Bill Bradley as Emeritus. 
M/S/U Sim/Montejano 
 

C. Replacement of Senate Officer for this semester 
 
A motion was made to approve Jennifer Carmean as Senate Officer at Large for the 
Spring semester. 
M/S/U Passentino/Goodman 
 

 
 

V. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

A. GC Academic Senate Constitution: Section 5. Quorum 
 



Sue explained that a quorum for our purposes is a “simple majority” of the Senators 
present at the meeting that day.  One of the Senate Officers will count those who 
signed in to the meeting to determine the number for quorum.  
 

B. Faculty Accreditation Co-Chair 
 
Sue reminded the Senate that Chris Hill had been approved by this body the 
previous semester as the Faculty Accreditation Co-Chair.  She explained that Chris 
would like to continue on as the Accreditation Co-Chair, since her duties as interim 
Dean is only for the semester.  The duties of Accreditation Co-Chair this semester is 
only gather teams for the project and develop a timeline.  After some discussion, an 
informal show of hands revealed that the majority concurred with this arrangement.   

 
 

C. Streamlining Call for Awards Nominations 
 
To make it easier for people to nominate individuals for awards, an email will be sent 
out jointly by Sue Gonda, Pat Murray and Sunny Cooke listing the various awards 
and how to nominate individuals for those awards.  The recipients of most of those 
awards will receive them at the annual College Recognition Ceremony in May. 
 

D. Call for Part-Time Senate Officer 
 
Sue announced a temporary Part-Time Senate Officer at Large was needed for the 
Spring Semester.  The Part-Time Officer would attend the Senate Officer Committee 
meetings (every Wednesday 11:00am), the Senate meetings, as well as the 
Academic Senate Part-Time Faculty Committee meetings (the 4th Monday of the 
Month).  Senate Officer elections for the two-year positions are taking place this 
semester, so this is only for the Spring term.  David Milroy volunteered; any other 
interested individuals should contact her before the next meeting when the Senators 
will vote. 
 

E. Institutional Excellence Task Force and Faculty Research Liaison - 
Background 
 
Sue began by explaining that the Institutional Excellence Task Force had been 
formed after a series of events.  First, Grossmont and the District participated in the 
California Leadership Alliance for Student Success (“CLASS”), an initiative 
sponsored by the Community College Leadership Program at the University of 
Texas, Austin.  A series of presentations last year educated the Governing Board 
and was open to personnel from all District sites about the student success programs 
at both colleges, along with data about our students and their success rates.  
GCCCD was one of 15 districts in the state to participate in this program.   
 
The District was also one of 15 awarded to participate in the BRIC Initiative: 
“Bridging Research Information and Culture.”  Sponsored by the Research & 
Planning Group of the California Community Colleges, this program provides 
technical assistance to campuses “in strengthening their capacities to collaboratively 
analyze and act on information, thereby strengthening cultures of inquiry and 



evidence.”1  Grossmont was given feedback about how to include the entire college 
community in gathering evidence and structuring processes to analyze the data for 
college decisions.  From individual faculty members to departments to college-wide 
committees, the goal is to make data more available and user-friendly for everyone 
to use.   
 
Third, after a cadre of faculty, staff and administrators attended a local Institutional 
Effectiveness conference in June, 2010.  College leaders were then was poised to 
discuss how to use all this information.  In Fall, 2010, those who attended the 
conference and key leaders on campus were called together by Chris Hill and Sunny 
Cooke for a collaborative Institutional Excellence Task Force. (see attached list of 
membership positions)  The Goal of the Task Force:  “Develop a coordinated, 
organizational framework in which data can be generated, analyzed, discussed, and 
used to inform plans of action that will produce optimal conditions for student 
learning and success.”  (POSTSCRIPT:  These meetings are co-organized by Chris 
Hill and Sunny Cooke; meetings are led by Chris, with Sunny usually taking notes.) 
 
After several meetings and reviewing feedback from the BRIC interviews with our 
campus personnel, the Task Force recommended that a faculty member be given 
release time to help faculty, departments, and committees to obtain and analyze 
data.  The Faculty Research Liaison position was created (and approved by the 
District Release Time Committee) and Shirley Pereira was selected for the position. 
 

 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:20 pm 
Next meeting is Scheduled for March 7, 2011 Griffin Gate 11:00-12:20pm 
SG: rw 
 

The Academic Senate minutes are recorded and published in summary form. Readers of these minutes must 
understand that recorded comments in these minutes do not represent the official position of the Academic Senate. 
The Academic Senate expresses its official positions only through votes noted under “Action.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 RP Group Website, http://www.rpgroup.org/projects/BRIC.html 


