
Sample Conceptual Themes in Art: 
 
Abstraction 
Access  
Allegory 
Anthropology 
Anxiety 
Appropriation 
Artifice 
Balance 
Boundaries 
Capitalism 
Care taking 
Censorship 
Change 
Commemoration 
Commercialism 
Compassion 
Conflict 
Consumption 
Correspondence 
Culture 
Desire 
Displacement 
Diversity 
Duality 
Ecology 
Education 
Environment 
Equity  
Family 
Fantasy 
Feminism 
Freedom 
Future 
Health  

History 
Home 
Hope 
Humor 
Identity 
Inclusion 
Labor 
Loss 
Memory 
Mental Health 
Morphology 
Mortality 
Myth 
Paradox 
Place 
Play 
Politics 
Power 
Protest 
Resistance  
Ritual 
Romance 
Social 
Spirituality 
Story 
Structures 
Subculture 
Systems 
Technology 
Time 
Transformation 
War 
Wealth 
Well fare

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Formal techniques & exercises: 
 
Blind contour 
Collage 
Color media 
Color schemes 
Color terminology 
Color theory 
Continuous line 
Cross contour 
Cross-hatch 
Descriptive value 
Expressive value 
Foreshortening 
Form and Gestalt, closure 
Gesture; mass, line, scribble 
Golden rectangle 
Landscape 
Line quality, types, and characteristics 
Linear perspective 
Organizational line 
Picture plane 
Planar analysis 
Portraiture 
Positive/ negative or figure/ ground 
Sight measuring 
Spatial illusion 
Still-life 
Stipple 
Triangulation 
Vantage point 
Viewfinder
 


