Aplia Course Key: . EAJW-WPXV-254Z – Section B
Introduction to U.S. Government and Politics - Political Science 121 – 
Spring 2013 7:00-8:30
Meeting Time: M 7:00-8:30 PM
Place: 523
Instructor: Dr. Todd Myers 
Telephone Number: (619) 644-7848
Office: 508 B
E-mail Address: todd.myers@gcccd.edu; myerst@mail.sdsu.edu
Times Available: Office hours are T and R 12:30 – 1:30 and M and W 12:30 – 2:00. Other times can be arranged as appropriate.  Please contact me 24 hours in advance so I can make certain no conflicts exist with your desired meeting time.

Primary Text

Gateways to Democracy – John Geer, Wendy Schiller, Jeffrey Segal, and Dana Glencross

If they look back through this history to trace their connections with those days by blood, they find they have none, they cannot carry themselves back into that glorious epoch and make themselves feel that they are part of us, but when they look through that old Declaration of Independence they find that those old men say that ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,’ and then they feel that the moral sentiment taught in that day evidences their relation to those men, that it is the father of all moral principle in them, and they have a right to claim it as though they were blood of the blood and flesh of the flesh of the men who wrote that Declaration … and so they are.  That is the electric cord in that Declaration that links the hearts of patriotic and liberty-loving men together, that will link those patriotic hearts as long as the love of freedom exists in the minds of men throughout the world. 

Abraham Lincoln 

Sometimes people call me an idealist. Well, that is how I know I am an American. America is the only idealistic nation in the world. 

Woodrow Wilson 



You and I have a rendezvous with history. Either we preserve for our children this, the last best hope for man on earth or we shall sentence them to take the final step into a thousand years of darkness. May our children and our children's children say of us we justified our brief moment here. We did all that could be done. 

Ronald Reagan 

Introduction 

The United States of America began as a grand experiment in freedom.  The founding fathers wanted to see if a free people could govern themselves without being destroyed by their base passions.  The founders wrote a Constitution that was designed to check these passions by dividing powers over an extensive republic of states and three different branches of government.  That Constitution with three substantial revisions has lasted longer than any other constitution in human history.  Understanding the role of our Constitution in distributing power is a vital concern involved in the study of U.S. Government.  We must also ask the question, as every generation does, whether our present constitutional structure contributes to our political and economic welfare or whether  this structure impedes our pursuit of our personal and common goods.  The tools of political science and economics will help us to address this question to the best of our abilities.

During this course you will: 

Develop an understanding of the different possibilities for becoming involved in the political process.
Develop an understanding of the political processes and institutions of U.S. and California government.

Develop an understanding of relationships between governmental institutions and nongovernmental actors such as political parties and interest groups as well as the effects of these relationships on political processes and outcomes.
Develop an understanding of constitutional rights, including landmark cases that address religious freedom and racial and gender equality as well as due process rights;
Develop strong writing, critical thinking, and oral communications skills.
You will be responsible for a great deal of the quality of this course and your own learning experience.  I hope you make the effort to make this a course of the highest quality.  I will do my best to help you achieve your potential.

Week 1

Assessment: Introduction to Aplia and American Government

January 28
Week 2

Reading: Chapter 1 Gateways to American Democracy: Judging the Democratic Experience

Assessment Aplia Exercise
February 4
Week 3

Reading: Chapter 2 The Constitution

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
February 11 Lincoln Day Holiday
February 13
Week 4
Reading: Chapter 3 Federalism

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
February 18 
Week 5

Reading: Chapter 4 Civil Liberties

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
February 25
Week 6
Reading: Chapter 5 Civil Rights

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
March 4
Week 7
Reading: Chapter 6 Public Opinion

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
March 11
Week 8
Reading: Chapter 7 The News Media and the Internet

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
March 18
Week 9
March 25 Spring Break
Week 10
Chapter 8 Interest Groups

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
April 1
Week 11

Reading: Chapter 9 Political Party

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
April 8
Week 12

Reading: Chapter 10 Elections, Campaigns, and Voting

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
April 15
Week 13

April 22 Political Economy Week
Week 14

Reading: Chapter 11 Congress

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
April 29
Week 15

Reading: Chapter 12 The Presidency

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
May 6 Political Economy Week Papers Due
Week 16
Reading: Chapter 13 The Bureaucracy

Assessment: Aplia Exercises
May 13
Week 17

Reading: Chapter 14 The Judiciary – Federalist Papers 10 and 15
Assessment: Aplia Exercises
May 20
Week 18

May 27 No Class
Week 19

June 3 Final Exam – 6:05-8:15 PM – Book Review Due
Student Learning Outcomes

After completing this course students will be able to:

Describe the structure of the U.S. national government and evaluate the roles of major forces shaping the formation of public policy including public opinion, interest groups, and political parties.

 

Describe the origins and evolution of the U.S. Constitution, especially with regard to citizens' rights. 

 

Evaluate the dynamics of a Federal system with particular attention to the relationship between California and the Federal government.

Assessments and Grading Policies
Attendance and Participation (10%)
You are expected to attend lectures on a regular basis and attendance will be taken. I reserve the right to drop you if you miss more than two classes.  Do not talk when others are talking and listen attentively.  Ask questions if the material is unclear to you.  Give thoughtful responses to the questions the instructor asks you. Do not use lap tops, e-messaging devices or any other technology devices that will hinder you from being present in the class.  The classroom is a special space where we can come together and learn about important things and you should respect that space.  If you violate these basic principles, I will ask you to leave the classroom and you will be counted absent for that day. If you continue to be rude and disruptive during the course, you will be suspended for two days for each such incident.    You will also be expected to keep abreast of current political events by reading a weekly newsmagazine such as Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report, watching the evening news or reading a daily newspaper such as The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, or another reputable national news resource. You will be called upon at times to share news stories that are relevant to the topics of the day. Meaningfully responding to such inquiries is very important for your participation grade. I will post topics for discussion and articles under announcements section in your Aplia course to help you be prepared for classroom discussion. Pop Quizzes on reading may become a part of the participation grade if the class is unmotivated. Questions and thoughtful comments are welcome and your participation in the learning process will be rewarded with a high participation grade at the end of the semester.  Your participation grade will be calculated as a balance between any graded exercises in class, the percentage of classes you attend, and my judgment about your overall contribution to class.  It is a good idea for you to make sure I get to know you by the end of the semester.
Critical Book Review (10%)

You will be expected to select and read a book that addresses an issue or issue area relevant to American politics. You will be responsible for writing an analytical book review of 2-3 pages that identifies the argument of your book, discusses how that argument is developed, examines reviews of the book by experts, and includes your own critical response to the book’s argument.
When something is brief, it needs to be of high quality.  This implies that you will need to work harder on writing a good 2 – 3 page paper than you will need to write a 5-6 page paper and then whittle it down.  You need to be clear, comprehensive, and concise.  The paper may be double spaced or single spaced with font size of 10-12.

The first step of your review is to let the reader know what the thesis of the book you are reading is.  For example, a book may argue democracy is not good for economic development.

The next step is to place your book in the context of a wider debate.  If your book is against democracy, you should do research and find out who your book is arguing against.  Reading book reviews by experts in The New York Review of Books, the International Studies Quarterly, Foreign Affairs, or other reputable resources will give you the necessary clues to contextualize your material.  Does your author specify other materials that his or her work is challenging?  That may be the most valuable clue of all.  Learn what that book states and make sure you contain that in your review.

After revealing the thesis of the book and placing the thesis in context, you need to analyze how strong the author’s argument is.  What evidence does the author use to make his or her point?  Is this evidence contradicted by things not mentioned in the argument?  Does it successfully refute the evidence for a contradictory position cited by the author?  Does it warrant the conclusions the author makes?

The final part of your book review should focus on describing the implications of the author’s argument if he or she is correct and or the implications of the books argument if the author is incorrect.  You need to apply the author’s thesis and imagine its outcome.

In general, your paper should be built upon the best knowledge you can gather.  You should not say more than you can based upon the facts and good logic nor should you say less than you can based upon a careful engagement with the topic under consideration.

If your assignment displays critical thought, good research, careful and well-polished writing, and a high level of knowledge of the issue under consideration, you will receive a 5 for your efforts.  If it is lacking in quality, you will receive a grade of 4 or lower depending on how serious your weaknesses are in the eyes of the instructor.
Political Economy Week (10%)
You will be expected to attend two political economy week events and write a two page reaction paper that identifies the argument of the speaker or speakers at the events you choose to attend and offers your thoughtful response to their arguments.  Approaching these papers from a theoretical perspective is essential to receiving full credit for this exercise.

Aplia Assessments (40%)

You will need to register for aplia at www.aplia.com to be able to fulfill the requirements of this course.  Our course key is: Course Key: EAJW-WPXV-254Z. The averages of your scores on the various Aplia assessments you take each week will count for 60% of your grade.  It is important that you read your text to do well on these exercises.
Final Exam (30%)

You will have a comprehensive final exam that will count as 30% of your final grade. The final exam may include essays, multiple choice questions, fill-in-the-blank questions, definitions, or other appropriate assessments.  You will be given a study guide for the final.
Here is a sample essay question:

Who governs the United States? To answer this question discuss the role played by political institutions in our government, the values and beliefs in our political culture and our rights as set forth in the Constitution and in key Supreme Court decisions. Also consider the role of elites, special interest groups, the media, political parties, the power of the people as reflected in the electoral process and the role of significant leaders. Make sure you discuss these factors in your essay while reaching a conclusion stating which of them you consider the most important in answering the question.
Your essay would be evaluated by a rubric similar to the one listed below:
1 = Failure - Student displays no indication that they had studied American government at the College level. The work has few or incorrect facts and displays no understanding of the complex logic of the American political process.

 
2 = Marginally Acceptable - Student displays limited evidence of having 
studied American government at the College level.  Facts are sparse and 
analysis is rudimentary at best.


3 = Acceptable to Satisfactory - Student displays a rote knowledge of 
American government and its processes and uses adequate amounts of 
information to illustrate these processes. The work displays limited amounts of analysis and does not substantially articulate the complexities of the American political process. 


4 = Good to Very Good - Student displays a solid knowledge of American 
government and its processes, uses adequate amounts of information to 
illustrate these processes, and displays the initial stages of engaging the material critically. 


5 = Excellent to Exemplary - Student displays a solid knowledge of American government and its processes, wields a commanding amount of information to conduct his or her analysis of those processes, and deploys a considerable amount of critical thought in analyzing the question.
Academic Integrity:

Cheating and plagiarism (using one’s own ideas, writings or materials of someone else without acknowledgement or permission) can result in any one of a variety of sanctions.  Such penalties may range from an adjusted grade on the particular exam, paper, project, or assignment to a failing grade in the course.  The instructor may also summarily suspend the student for the class meeting when the infraction occurs, as well as the following class meeting.  For further clarification and information on these issues, please consult with your instructor or contact the office of the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs.

The following table contains the grading scale on which you will be evaluated: 

Grading Scale: 
A =  +90, B = +80, C = +65, D = 60, F = Below 60

Grade consequences for less than completed performance of course requirements: 

1. Written assignments will be lowered a letter grade if turned in late. 
2. In-class presentations, tests, and individual presentations cannot be made up if missed. 

The instructor reserves the right to use his discretion in individual circumstances that may not be covered by this syllabus or if the application of the rules of the syllabus would result in a miscarriage of justice. . If you have any problems with the class or the instructor please come to talk to me about these issues during office hours so that we can work the issues out.  I am a reasonable person and will try to address your concerns in a manner that will be mutually satisfactory. If you are not satisfied with the resolution we arrive at, you should contact my Chair, Brian Jennings.

For Students with Special Needs 

Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact disabled student services & programs (DSP&S) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. Students may contact DSP&S in person in room 110 or by phone at (619) 644-7112 or (619) 644-7119 (tyy for deaf).
Supervised Tutoring Referral
Students are referred to enroll in the following supervised tutoring courses if the service indicated will assist them in achieving or reinforcing the learning objectives of this course:

IDS 198, Supervised Tutoring to receive tutoring in general computer applications in the Tech Mall;

English 198W, Supervised Tutoring for assistance in the English Writing Center (Room 70-119); and/or

IDS 198T, Supervised Tutoring to receive one-on-one tutoring in academic subjects in the Tutoring Center (Room 70-229, 644-7387)

To add any of these courses, students may obtain Add Codes at the Information/Registration Desk in the Tech Mall.

All Supervised Tutoring courses are non-credit/non-fee.  However, when a student registers for a supervised tutoring course, and has no other classes, the student will be charged the usual health fee.
About the Instructor

My professional background includes a stint in West Africa as an agricultural teacher trainer, work as a sales rep for Prentice Hall Publishing, internships in a variety of agencies for the State of Louisiana, curriculum development and teaching for the Institute of Reading Development, and educational and national security consulting for a variety of federal government agencies.  I have been teaching at Grossmont since the Fall of 2002.

I have been a student for most of my life and have a Bachelor's of Arts from Eureka College in Illinois, a Master in Public Administration from Louisiana State University, and a Ph.D. in political science from that same university.  I have studied in Germany where I was awarded a Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst Stipendiat (The German government's version of the Fulbright Grant) to study political science, economics, and philosophy. I also have studied in Brazil as a Ronald W. Reagan Fellow. Most recently, I have received awards from the NEH to study Chinese culture, the Freeman Foundation to study Japanese culture, and the Lehrman Institute and the James Madison Institute at Princeton University to study American statesmanship.  I am deeply interested in the relationship between politics and the stories peoples tell about themselves.  I have been published in the International Encyclopedia of Political Science, the Encyclopedia of Cultural Sociology, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Latin American Relations, and Education About Asia.  My present research projects include developing a student-centered think tank focusing on political, cultural, and economic reforms in Asia, writing about American foreign policy and wars in Asia, and writing about the use of film as a medium expressing social critique and order.

In my free time (Is there such a thing?), I read for pleasure (I like to read literature written by Nobel laureates, history, philosophy and economic theory), read, watch, and listen to the news (I like NPR and read the New York Times), play strategy games, spend time with my wife and my two sons, hike, play Frisbee, and appreciate nature.

