Introduction to International Relations 130 – Fall 2013
Meeting Time: T and R 11:00 -12:15
Place: Room 522
Instructor: Dr. Todd Myers 
Telephone Number: 644-7848
E-mail Address: todd.myers@gcccd.edu
Office: 508B
Times Available: Office hours are R 2:00 – 4:30 and W 12:30 – 2:00 and 3:30 -4:30. Other times can be arranged as appropriate.  Please contact me 24 hours in advance so I can make certain no conflicts exist with your desired meeting time.

Primary Texts
Paul D’Anieri’s International Politics: Power and Purpose in Global Affairs, 3rd edition.
Laura Roselle and Sharon Spray Research and Writing in International Relations, 2nd edition.
For great evils, drastic remedies are necessary, and whoever has to treat them should not be afraid to use the instrument that cuts the best.
Prince Klemens Von Metternich

It must be peace without victory… only a peace between equals can last.

Woodrow Wilson

Kosovo has cast in stark relief the dilemma of what has been called humanitarian intervention: on the one side, the question of the legitimacy of an action taken by a regional organization without a UN mandate; on the other, the universally recognized imperative of effectively halting violations of human rights with grave humanitarian consequences. The inability in the case of Kosovo to unify these two equally compelling interests of the international community… can only be viewed as a tragedy.

Kofi Annan

Peace cannot be kept by force, it can only be achieved by understanding.

Albert Einstein

Introduction

Since 1648 with the ending of a long series of religious wars through the signing of the Treaty of Westphalia, the state of the world has been determined by the relations of states. The Napoleonic Wars, the Concert of Europe, the Race for Colonies, World War I, World War II, and the Cold War have unfolded as dramas with the central motif of states struggling for power, recognition and dominance. The emergence of interdependence through a world trading and financial regime and shared environmental and health concerns has introduced a phenomenon known as globalization that brings into question whether the state system will remain the most important feature of global governance or if that system will be replaced by tensions between those supporting the liberal international economic order and those opposing that order. Questions about whether liberalism is a universally valid system that will enrich all or whether that ideology is a veil that enables the global North to exploit the global South and destroy traditional sources of order animate these tensions. It is also an interesting possibility that the Liberal international system may betray the global North’s interests as India and China begin to seriously play the game of markets.

The progress of liberalism, a clash of civilizations, a return to the struggle for power, recognition, and dominance among states, and the radical rejection of these possibilities and a descent into anarchy have been posited as possible futures by leading strategic thinkers. The purpose of this course will be to familiarize you with the important variables that will influence the likelihood of one of these scenarios becoming the future world in which you will live. Besides making you fundamentally literate to fulfill your role as a citizen in a democratic society, this course may also familiarize you with a variety of problems that may influence your future vocational choice. Whether you wish to work in international development, security, health, education, business, or environmental fields, the knowledge you gather from this course is likely to offer you the insight necessary to begin to take on the responsibilities of a capable and mature young professional.

Readings, Tests, and Assessment Schedule
Week 1

Reading: Chapter 1 - Introduction

August 19- August 23

T Introduction to Class

Th Chapter 1

Week 2

Reading: Chapter 1 – Introduction and Chapter 2 – The Historical Evolution of International Politics

August 26 – August 30

T Chapter 1

Th Chapter 2

Week 3

Reading: Chapter 2 – The Historical Evolution of International Politics and Chapter 3 – Theories of International Relations: Realism and Liberalism

September 2 – 6

M Labor Day Holiday

T Census Day Chapter 2

Th Chapter 3

Week 4

Reading: Chapter 3 – Theories of International Relations: Realism and Liberalism and Chapter 4 –Theories of International Relations: Economic Structuralism, Constructivism, and Feminism

September 9 – 13

T Chapter 3

Th Chapter 4

Week 5

Reading: Chapter 4 –Theories of International Relations: Economic Structuralism, Constructivism, and Feminism and Chapter 5 – The State, Society, and Foreign Policy

September 16 – 20

T Chapter 4

Th Chapter 5

Week 6

Reading: Chapter 5 – The State, Society, and Foreign Policy

September 23 – 27

T Chapter 5

Th Test 1
Week 7 

Reading: Chapter 6 – Bureaucracies, Groups, Individuals in the Foreign Policy Process

September 30 – October 4

T Chapter 6

Th Chapter 6

Week 8

Reading: Chapter 7 – International Organizations and Transnational Actors

October 7 – 11

T Chapter 7

Th Chapter 7

Week 9

Reading: Chapter 8 – International Insecurity and the Causes of War and Peace

October 14 – 18

T Chapter 8

Th Chapter 8

Week 10

Reading: Chapter 9 – The Use of Force

October 21 – 25

T Chapter 9

Th Chapter 9

Week 11

Reading: Chapter 10 – Fundamentals of Political Economy

October 28 – November 1

T Chapter 10

Th Chapter 10

Week 12 

November 4 – 8

Political Economy Week

Week 13

Reading: Chapter 11 – The Globalization of Trade and Finance
November 11 – 15

M Veterans Day

T Test 2 and Political Economy Week Paper Due
Th Chapter 11

Week 14

Reading: Chapter 11 – The Globalization of Trade and Finance and Chapter 12 – The Problem of Global Inequality

November 18 – 22

Week 15

Reading: Chapter 12 – The Problem of Global Inequality and Chapter 13 – International Law, Norms, and Human Rights

November 25 -29

T Chapter 12

Th Thanksgiving holiday

F Thanksgiving holiday

Week 16

Reading: Chapter 13 – International Law, Norms, and Human Rights, Chapter 14 – The Global Environment and International Politics, and Chapter 15 – Conclusion: Power and Purpose in a Changing World

December 2 – 6

T Chapter 13

Th Chapter 14 and 15

Week 17

December 9 – 13

T Final Exam and Research Paper Due 11:35 – 1:35
Student Learning Outcomes

After completing this course students will:

1. Apply the various international relations theories to current events.

2. Identify factors contributing to international conflict and strategies to manage and or avoid such conflicts.

3. Utilize levels of analysis to explain international relations.

4. Apply realist and idealist perspectives on global justice to contemporary international issues.

Assessments and Grading Policies

Attendance and Participation 10%

You are expected to attend lectures on a regular basis and attendance will be taken. I reserve the right to drop you if you miss more than three classes.  Do not talk when others are talking and listen attentively.  Ask questions if the material is unclear to you.  Give thoughtful responses to the questions the instructor asks you. Do not use lap tops, e-messaging devices or any other technology devices that will hinder you from being present in the class.  The classroom is a special space where we can come together and learn about important things and you should respect that space.  If you violate these basic principles, I will ask you to leave the classroom and you will be counted absent for that day. If you continue to be rude and disruptive during the course, you will be suspended for two days for each such incident.   Questions and thoughtful comments are welcome and your participation in the learning process will be rewarded with a high participation grade at the end of the semester.
You should read the international business and politics sections of The New York Times or The Wall Street Journal and be ready to share stories from these resources and assess how they relate to class in order to earn participation points. 

Political Economy Week 10%

You will be expected to attend two political economy week events and write a two page reaction paper that identifies the argument of the speaker or speakers at the events you choose to attend and offer your thoughtful response to their arguments.
Research Paper or Literature Review 20%

You will be expected to write an 8-10 page research paper or literature review for this course addressing a topic of importance to the discipline of international relations.  Laura Roselle and Sharon Spray’s Research and Writing in International Relations will be of great assistance to you in helping you find a topic and to develop your paper.  We will discuss this process throughout the semester, but it is important for you to get an early start to produce a high quality product.
Three Tests 60%

There will be three tests administered over the course of the semester. Each test will be worth 20% of your grade. The tests may be multiple choice, true false, brief impromptu responses to questions posed by the instructor or essay type questions. The tests may or may not be cumulative. I will let you know before each exam.

Academic Integrity:

Cheating and plagiarism (using one’s own ideas, writings or materials of someone else without acknowledgement or permission) can result in any one of a variety of sanctions.  Such penalties may range from an adjusted grade on the particular exam, paper, project, or assignment to a failing grade in the course.  The instructor may also summarily suspend the student for the class meeting when the infraction occurs, as well as the following class meeting.  For further clarification and information on these issues, please consult with your instructor or contact the office of the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs.

The following table contains the grading scale on which you will be evaluated: 

Grading Scale: 
A =  +90, B = +80, C = +65, D = 60, F = Below 60

Grade consequences for less than completed performance of course requirements: 

1. Written assignments will be lowered a letter grade if turned in late. 
2. In-class presentations, tests, and individual presentations cannot be made up if missed. 

The instructor reserves the right to use his discretion in individual circumstances that may not be covered by this syllabus or if the application of the rules of the syllabus would result in a miscarriage of justice. . If you have any problems with the class or the instructor please come to talk to me about these issues during office hours so that we can work the issues out.  I am a reasonable person and will try to address your concerns in a manner that will be mutually satisfactory. If you are not satisfied with the resolution we arrive at, you should contact my Chairman, Todd Myers at 644-7848.

For Students with Special Needs 

Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact disabled student services & programs (DSP&S) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible.  Students may contact DSP&S in person in room 110 or by phone at (619) 644-7112 or (619) 644-7119 (tyy for deaf).
Supervised Tutoring Referral
Students are referred to enroll in the following supervised tutoring courses if the service indicated will assist them in achieving or reinforcing the learning objectives of this course:

IDS 198, Supervised Tutoring to receive tutoring in general computer applications in the Tech Mall;

English 198W, Supervised Tutoring for assistance in the English Writing Center (Room 70-119); and/or

IDS 198T, Supervised Tutoring to receive one-on-one tutoring in academic subjects in the Tutoring Center (Room 70-229, 644-7387)

To add any of these courses, students may obtain Add Codes at the Information/Registration Desk in the Tech Mall.

All Supervised Tutoring courses are non-credit/non-fee.  However, when a student registers for a supervised tutoring course, and has no other classes, the student will be charged the usual health fee.
About the Instructor

My professional background includes a stint in West Africa as an agricultural teacher trainer, work as a sales rep for Prentice Hall Publishing, internships in a variety of agencies for the State of Louisiana, curriculum development and teaching for the Institute of Reading Development, and educational and national security consulting for a variety of federal government agencies.  I have been teaching at Grossmont since the Fall of 2002.

I have been a student for most of my life and have a Bachelor's of Arts from Eureka College in Illinois, a Master in Public Administration from Louisiana State University, and a Ph.D. in political science from that same university.  I have studied in Germany where I was awarded a Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst Stipendiat (The German government's version of the Fulbright Grant) to study political science, economics, and philosophy. I also have studied in Brazil as a Ronald W. Reagan Fellow. Most recently, I have received awards from the NEH to study Chinese culture, the Freeman Foundation to study Japanese culture, and the Lehrman Institute and the James Madison Institute at Princeton University to study American statesmanship.  I am deeply interested in the relationship between politics and the stories peoples tell about themselves.  I have been published in the International Encyclopedia of Political Science, the Encyclopedia of Cultural Sociology, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Latin American Relations, and Education About Asia.  My present research projects include developing a student-centered think tank focusing on political, cultural, and economic reforms in Asia, writing about American foreign policy and wars in Asia, and writing about the use of film as a medium expressing social critique and order.

In my free time (Is there such a thing?), I read for pleasure (I like to read literature written by Nobel laureates, history, philosophy and economic theory), read, watch, and listen to the news (I like NPR and read the New York Times), play strategy games, spend time with my wife and my three sons, hike, play Frisbee, practice Aikido, and appreciate nature.

